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ANVIL WAY ARTIFICIAL WETLANDS 

67. Hon ALISON XAMON to the Minister for Environment: 
I refer to the proposed Anvil Way artificial wetlands. 

(1) How much of the $1.5 million being spent on the Anvil Way artificial wetlands is being dedicated to 
increased monitoring, compliance and cost recovery action within the upstream catchment of the 
artificial wetlands in the Welshpool and Kewdale industrial area? 

(2) What are the pollutants, nutrients, heavy metals and organicides entering the drainage basin and what 
peak levels have been detected? 

(3) What percentage of the Swan–Canning river catchment does the Anvil Way drainage basin and 
catchment represent? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) On 20 March 2010, I announced $1.15 million for the rehabilitation of the Anvil Way compensation 
basin. Complementing this, in December 2009 I allocated $250 000 in funding for Perth Region NRM 
to continue its environmental risk assessment auditing program of small and medium-sized enterprises. 
I understand that Perth Region NRM will direct this funding to the immediate catchment area of Anvil 
Way to determine compliance with environmental legislation. The Department of Environment and 
Conservation and the local government authority also undertake compliance monitoring as part of their 
responsibilities under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 and the Environmental Protection 
(Unauthorised Discharges) Regulations 2004. 

(2) The Swan River Trust has advised me that there has been regular monitoring of water quality entering 
the basin since October 2004. Monitoring has detected contaminants such as nitrogen, phosphorus, 
heavy metals, organophosphorus pesticides, organochlorine pesticides, total petroleum hydrocarbons 
and aromatic hydrocarbons. The monitoring data is currently being collated. I would be happy to 
provide this information to the member once this is complete. 

(3) The Anvil Way compensation basin is located in the catchment of the Mills Street main drain, which is 
12 square kilometres, or 0.56 per cent, of the Swan–Canning catchment. Despite being a small 
percentage of the entire catchment, the Mills Street main drain is a priority catchment as it contributes 
some of the greatest nutrient loads to the Canning River. 

 


